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Hiroyoshi Ohashi* : A new species of Cynanchum 
(Asclepiadaceae) from Shikoku, Japan 
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Cynanchum calcareum Ohashi, sp. nov. (Figs. 1 & 2). 

Perenne erectum, caules 50-60 cm. alti, tenues puberuli, viridi. Folia opposita, 
petiolata; petiolis 1-1.2 cm. longis, minute pubescentibus; lamina anguste elliptica, 
apice attenuato-acuminata vel leviter caudata, basi acuta, textura crassa, supra glabra, 
subtus secus venas minute pubescens, nervis lateralibus utrinque 6-9, supra 
tenuibus conspicuis, subtus prominentibus. Cyma terminalis, multiflora. Flores 
albi, circa 1cm. diametro; pedicellis 5-10 mm. longitudine, adpresse albo-pubes- 
centibus. Calyx 1-2 mm. longus, lobis 5, lanceolatis, apic acutis, 1-1.5 mm. longis, 
0.5 mm. latis. Petala lanceolata, apice acuta, glabra, circa 6 mm. longa, 2 mm. 
lata,* coronae lobis humilibus late triangularibus; appendiculo apicali staminum late 
rotundato, circa 0.5 mm. longo; corpusculo fusco elliptico, circa 0.2 mm. longo; 
massa pollinis elliptica, circa 0.3 mm. longa. 
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Fig. 2. Cynanchuni calcareutn Ohashi, 
a. flower. X 3, b. flower showing gynoste- 
gium and corona with calyx-lobes X 7.5, 
c. pollinium X 13. 
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Nom. Jap.: Ishidate-kusatachibana, 
nov. 

Herb. Shikoku : Mt. Ishidate in Prov. 
Tosa, alt. 1600 m. (cult, in Asaka in 
Prov. Musashi; H. Ohashi, Mai. 26, 
1966; Holotypus in Herb. Univ. Tokyo- 
ensis). 
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Summary 

As described and illustrated above, this new species, Cynanchum calcareum 
Ohashi, is distinctly characterized by having its narrowly elliptic leaves with 
acuminate or somewhat caudate apex and rather short terminal inflorescence with 
many white flowers which attain to about 1 cm in diameter. The new species 
differs from the most closely allied species, C. ascyrifolium , in the shape, size, 
and texture of leaves, the shape of calyx-lobes, and the size of inflorescence, pedi¬ 
cels, and flowers. C. calcareum is native to Mt. Ishidate in Shikoku, S. Japan, 
and grows exclusively on calcareous soils in the deciduous forest composed mainly 
of Fagus crenata, Acer Sieboldianum, Symplocos coreana, Pourthiaea villosa var. 
laevis, Sasamorpha purpurascens (cf. Yamanaka, 1953 a, b). 
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